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And his barons of Normandy.46
Himself went forth in company                                                    8>34<>
With them, and, shedding tears, he made
Every effort to persuade
Them to stay with him and the host
And to continue at his cost.
Seeing that he could not obtain
His will, that they would not remain.
And that his earnest prayer was spurned,
To Ascalon he now returned
And sent, without the least delay,
To his generals at Acre, to say                                               8,350
That all the Frenchmen should be banned
From staying there, by his command.
SALADIN  RECONVENES   HIS  ARMY
That Thursday on which men are shrived                         April 2
Was the day when sinfulness deprived
Us of the French nobility.
Deep was the host's despondency
And deep the gloom and heaviness
Of heart. Their numbers were made less
By more than seven hundred knights,
Brave, noble, trained in many fights,                                    8,360
Who dared not stay there with their peers.
Ye had seen many men shed tears
Because of this discord that split
Them. When the paynim learned of it,
Their gladness was immoderate,
And those who witnessed it relate
That Saladin in his content
Had letters writ at once, and sent
To the emirs of every land
That war had brought 'neath his command,                         8,370
Summoning them to Syria, for
46 The Itlnerarmm (p. 326) says the Templars, Hospitallers, and Count Henry of
Champagne.